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A  Method  of  curing  all  the  Stages  of  that  Diftem- 
per  will  be  communicated,  and  confirmed  by 
ieveral  Inftances  of  Succefs  from  the  leaft  to  the 
greateft  Degree  of  Infection :  without  the  help  of 
any  Mercurial  Drenches ,  Vomits*  or  Fumigations ; 
without  Inje&ions  or  Aftringents  of  any  Sort  ; 
without  Efcharoticks,  Caufticks,  hot  Irons,  &c, 

.  io  folemnly  recommended  by  many  Authors  ; 
and  above  all,  that  Opprobrium  Chirurgo- 

f  • 

rum,  a  Salivation  will  in  all  Cafes  be 
avoided. 


By  J  o  h  n  Douglas,  Surgeon,  F.  R.  S. 
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A. 

DISSERTATION 

ON  THE 

Venereal  Difeafe. 


H  E  venerea !  difeafe  is  a  contagi-  btftntk* 
ous  diftemper,  which  contaminates 
our  bodies,  in  a  fulfome,  painful, 
and  dangerous  manner,  if  not  check¬ 
ed  in  time  by  proper  remedies. 

Whether  the  Epocha  oi  this  difeafe  is  as  old  as  Origi ^ 
the  proftitution  of  women,  as  fome  aftert,  or  ap¬ 
peared  firft  at  the  liege  of  Naples,  in  1494,  as  ci¬ 
thers  affirm,  whether  the  adivc  poifon,  which  fo 
contaminates  our  bodies,  is  an  Acid  or  an  Alkali, 
a  preternatural  ferment,  worms,  or  what,  on 
which  writers  have  fpent  fo  much  time,  I  ffiall 
leave  others  to  determine,  being  of  opinion  that 
the  decifion  of  thefe  queftions,  tho5  they  could  be 
clearly  decided,  is  of  no  more  life  in  difcovering 
this  diftemper,  or  in  curing  it,  than  the  hiftories  of 
the  councils  of  Trent  or  Nice, 


J  Dissertation  on 

All  the  different  appearances  of  this  difeafe  are 
produced  by  the  fame  firfl  cauie,  viz,  the  contagi¬ 
ous  venereal  poifon,  (elegantly,  tho’  not  clearly  de¬ 
fined  by  Dr.  Aftruc  in  thefe  words  ;  “  Dimanat 
ergo  ab  asgris  in  fanos  feminium  five  miaftna 
quoddam  morbificum,  quod  pauca  quidem,  imo 
pauciffima  quantitate  &  inconfpicuis  viis  fmo 
corpore  inlinuatum,  dein  copia,  viribus,  efficacia 
fenfim  invalefcens  totam  humorum  maffam  tar- 
dius  citiufve  inficere  valeat  atque  peffundare'5^ 
and  differ  only,  as  wounds  do,  fecundum  majus  & 
minus,  the  number  and  confequence  of  the  parts 
affedted,  Handing  of  the  difeafe,  confutation  of  the 
patient  other  wife,  &c.  Yet  Hill  a  wound  is  a 
wound,  be  it  large  or  fmall,  affedl  this  or  that  part, 
&c.  and  e  contra  :  which  all  authors  own  by  con- 
fefiing,  that  the  fmalleft  infedfion,  may  (by  igno¬ 
rance  of  what  they  really  ail,  negledl,  irregularity, 
or  which  is  much  worfe,  improper  treatment,  &c.) 
be  turned  into  the  higheft  degree.  ct  As  to  the 
event,  I  fiy,  the  fame  is  generally  a  Pox,  where 
the  fick  fills  into  the  hands  of  Quacks,  or  other 
ignorant  Pretenders  *.  55 

It  is  mold  commonly  contracted  by  the  copulation 
of  a  found  with  an  infedfedperfon.  E.  G.  A  virtuous 
wife  may  catch  it  from  a  difeafed  hufband,  or  a  found 
man  from  a  loofe  wife.  A  child  may  alio  receive  it 
from  the  parent  (tho5  one  of  the  world  forts  of  heredi¬ 
tary  right)  and  give  it  thenurfe,  or  receive  it  from  her_ 
A  young  child  may  alfo  take  it  from  an  infedled  per- 
fon  it  lies  with,  &c.  Whence  its  evident,  how  careful 
people  ought  to  be,  who  they  fuiftr  to  fuckle  or  lie 
with  their  children,  &c. 

*  Turner's  Syphilis , 
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The  fvmptoms  of  this  difeafe  have  been  fo  Biagn^ki 

J  a  Sp£H$o 

minutely  defcribed  by  Others,  that  I  fhall  only 
take  notice  of  thofe,  which  may  fooneft  diftinguifli 
it  from  other  diftempers,  efpecially  from  that  with 
which  it  is  fo  commonly  confounded,  or  miftakeri 
for,  in  women,  viz.  what  the  good  women 
call  the  Whites. 

*  The  firff  material  fymptom  of  this  diftemperj, 
is  a  difeharge  of  a  whitifh,  yellow  or  greenifh 
matter  from  the  Urethra  of  men,  and  the  Vagina 
of  women,  which  appears  firft  on  their  linnen, 

2.  A  fmarting,  fharp,  and  pricking  pain  in  making 
water. 

This  ftate  of  the  difeafe  is  not  eafily  diftin-  DiJUnffion 
guiflied  from  the  Whites,  becaufe  the  matter  dif-  mkesat 
charged  in  both  is  of  the  fame  colour  and  confift- 
ence,  and  the  heat  of  urine  often  the  fame.  Yet 
I  think  they  may  be  clearly  diflinguiihed,  by 
the  quantity  of  the  difeharge,  which  is  ufually 
much  larger  in  the  Whites  ,  than  when  vene¬ 
real;  by  its  continuance  for  feveral  weeks  or 
months,  without  any  other  fymptom  appearing, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  venereal  difeafe  ; 
by  its  not  infedting  the  hufband  ;  and  by  the 
account  the  patient  gives  of  herfelf,  or  her  hufband, 

3.  A  troublelome,  and  often  an  exceeding  chvrfa. 
painful  and  involuntary  eredtion,  which  plagues 

them  mofl  when  warm  in  bed.  4.  A  painful  sluing  o\ 
fwelling  on  the  Perinseum  and  bulb  of  the  Ure-  thc Fsrinx' 

_  nm, 

thra.  5.  Red  excrefcencies  like  warts,  on  the  renewal 
glans,  forefkin,  &c.  and  upon  the  parts  of  wo-  Wart*' 
men.  -6.  A  Phimofis,  i.  e.  when  the  fore-  Phimfis 
fkin  cannot  be  pulled  back  without  great  pain  ; 
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or  a  Paraphimofis,  i.  e.  when  the  forefkin  cannot 
be  brought  forwards.  7.  Chancres,  i.  e.  lit¬ 
tle  ulcers  on  the  glans,  forefkin,  &c.  and  on 
the  parts  of  women.  8.  A  painful  fwelling  in 
one  or  both  tefticles,  oftner  occafloned  by  taking 
improper  medicines,  or  cold,  than  by  the  difeafe. 
Thisfymptom  ought  to  be  particularly  attended  to, 
becaufe,  tho’  there’s  no  danger  ink,  when  proper- 
3y  treated  at  firft,  yet  by  improper  management, 
she healthieft  man  may  be  made  impotent  forever 
afterwards  ;  of  which  I  knew  once  a  mod  melan- 
eholly  inflance.  A  gentleman  of  great  worth,  and 
large  fortune,  got  a  common  running  with  heat  of 
urine,  &c.  for  which  he  applied  to  his  apothecary, 
who  told  him  it  was  but  a  trifle,  and  he  would 
make  him  well  in  two  or  three  weeks  time.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  fell  to  drenching  of  him,  &c.  after¬ 
wards  he  gave  him  a  large  pot  of  electuary,  corn- 
pofed,  1  doubt  not,  of  ipmeaflringent  fluff,  that, 
as  he  had  promifed,  foon  flopped  his  running, which 
was  in  a  little  time  fucceeded  by  a  painful  fwelling 
in  both  tefbicles.  This  alarmed  both  not  a  little- 
however,  inftead  of  calling  in  proper  affiftance,  as 
he  ought  to  have  done,  he  told  him,  not  to  be  un- 
eafy,  for  he  would  foon  let  him  to  rights  again, 
which  the  poor  innocent  gentleman  believing, 
fuffered  him  to  go  on.  He  then  went  to  work 
with  poultices,  pi  aiders,  &c.  by  which  he  reduc’d 
the  tumours  pretty  much,  but  left  them  as  big 
again  as  they  naturally  were,  perfectly  indolent, 
and  very  hard  :  and  allured  him  they  would  come 
to  themfelves  in  time  without  any  farther  appli¬ 
cations  w;t>f  which  he,  fl nee  they  gave  him 
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no  pain,  was  pretty  well  latisfied,  and  troubled 
his  head  no  more  about  it  for  above  a  year  ;  when 
he  made  fame  overtures  of  matrimony  to  a  young 
lady’s  friends,  in  which,  (tho’  they  were  very  accep¬ 
table,)  he  told  me  he  would  make  no  farther  advan¬ 
ces,  until  he  asked  my  opinion  about  his  ail.  So  he 
related  the  cafe  as  above  ;  and  added,  that  ever 
fince  that  affair,  tho’  he  had  frequent  eredtions,  yet, 
he  emitted  nothing,  and  therefore  defir’d  to  know 
if  that  could  be  fet  to  rights  again  ;  for  if  it  could 
not,  he  would  never  think  any  more  of  matrimo¬ 
ny  :  then  I  examined  his  teflicles,  and  found  them 
as  above,  and  told  him,  I  beiieved  they  could 
not  be  made  ufeful  again,  but  would  not  have  him 
depend  on  my  opinion  only,  but  take  further  ad¬ 
vice.  To  which,  after  bewailing  his  misfortune  in 
trufting  to  a  man,  he  too  late  found  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter,  he  confented  :  we  accordingly 
went  to  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Green,  who  faid, 
if  a  falivation  v/ould  not  diffolve  that  hardnefs,  he 
knew  nothing  elfe  could.  Accordingly  he  was 
laid  down,  but  we  could  never  make  him  Ipit 
above  half  a  pint  a  day,  fo  it  had  no  effedt  about 
a  year  after  Mr.  Green  and  I  laid  him  down  again 
for  the  fame  complaint,  but  to  no  purpofe. 

p.  A  Bubo,  i.  e.  a  fwelling  in  one  or  both  2®&>. 
groins,  &c.  io.  Scabby  and  fcaly  eruptions  ,  Eruptions . 
bn  the  head,  face,  thighs,  &c.  n.  Nodturnal  »ight 

V  lams. 

Pains,  in  the  head,  limbs,  &c.  12.  Ill  natured 

and  {linking  ulcers,  in  the  mouth,  throat,  or  nofe.  uuers,  &c. 
19.  Rotten  Bones.  14.  A  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  hT°dcs  and 
in  the  skin  qr  flefh  any  where.  15;  Ill-natured  Gummata . 
ulcers  on  feveral  parts  of  the  Body,  &c.  * 
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Thus  I  have  enumerated  the  principal  Symp¬ 
toms  of  this  difeafe,  which  may  eafily  be  obfer- 
ved  by  thofe  who  are  little  acquainted  with  it,  fo 
as  to  diftinguifh  it  from  other  diftempers  :  and 
have  made  only  one  difeafe  of  it,  (the  different 
appearances  of  which  vary  only  as  above,)  which 
by  all  authors,  except  Dr.  Default,  is  divided  in¬ 
to  two  clafies,  viz.  the  firft  or  fecond  degree  of 
Infedtion.  Yet  none  of  them  have  ever  underta¬ 
ken  to  tell  us  the  critical  time,  where  or  when 
the  firft  degree  ends,  and  the  fecond  begins  *,  but 
lometimes  call  Chancres,  Bubo’s,  Excrefcences,  &c. 
a  fign  of  the  firft,  fometimes  of  the  fecond  de¬ 
cree.  So  it  lies  in  the  Breaft  of  every  A  la 

o  #  J 

Mode  Dr.  (Tow  little  foever  dignified  or  diftin- 
guifhed)  to  chrrften  thefe  Symptoms,  &c.  of  the 
firft  or  fecond  degree,  as  they  fhail  think  fit. 

But  when  this  diftemper  is  not  difcovered 
in  time,  when  negledted  afterwards,  or,  which  is 
ftill  much  worfe,  improperly  treated  :  Ye  Gods, 
what  havock  does  this  Evil  make  among  your 
works!  E,  G.  Some  men,  and  many  innocent 
women,  have  been  brought  almoft  to  death’s  door, 
before  ever  they  knew  what  they  ail’d  :  which  I 
•  know  no  other  way  of  preventing  for  the  future, 
but  by  advifing  every  perfon,  whenever  they  find 
themfelves  attacked  with  any  uncommon  ail,  to 
take  proper  advice  foon,  becaufe  its  not  in  this 
diftemper  only  that  they  fuffer  by  delay  •,  neither 
is  it  this  ail  only  which  lome  men  and  many  wo¬ 
men  are  loath  to  difcover.  E.  G.  i  Ruptures 
in  the  Navel,  or  Groins :  which  in  the  beginning, 
may  be  made  either  quite  eafy,  or  radically  cured  * 
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whereas  by  unfeafonable  delays,  they  are  either 
rendered  very  dangerous  or  incurable.  As  it  hap¬ 
pened  a  few  years  ago  to  a  worthy  Lady,  who 
could  not  be  perfuaded,  even  by  her  fond  husband? 
to  fuffer  a  Surgeon  to  look  upon  a  large  rupture 
in  her  navel,  which  fhe  had  been  troubled  with 
for  fome  time,  until  the  skin  broke,  and  the  gut 
flipp’d  out,  and  hung  down  the  length  of  halt  a 
foot ;  and  when  I  faw  it,  it  look’d  black,  but 
was  not  cold,  and  fhe  was  other  wife  healthy  and 
well.  I  told  them  it  was  a  very  dangerous  cafe, 
and  therefore  deflred  the  afliftance  of  another  fur- 
geon  *,  upon  which  they  named  Robert  Gay,  Efq; 
member  of  parliament  tor  Bath,  who  came  diredt- 
:  ly,  and  faid  it  was  a  loft  cafe  ;  but  to  keep  her  ea- 
fy,  I  might  bath  the  Inteftine  twice  or  thrice  a 
,  day.  I  faid,  I  thought  fo  alfo  ;  yet  if  he  would 
;  agree  to  it,  I  would  give  her  one  chance  for  her 
[  life,  (which  I  had  mentioned  to  her  before  he  came, 

►  and  fhe  had  readily  confented)  viz.  by  open- 
i  ing  the  Stridfcure,  and  returning  the  Prolapfa  into 
\  the  belly,  the  moft  natural  bath.  But  Mr.  Gay 
{  faid,  confidering  the  black  nets  of  the  Inteftine  which 
S  was  broke  out,  the  largenefs  of  the  tumour  (viz. 
i  about  the  bignefs  of  a  penny  loaf )  the  adheflons 
f  we  might  find  of  the  gut  or  caul  to  the  edges  of 
the  ring,  the  clamour  fuch  an  operation  would 
|  make,  if  it  did  not  anfwer,  and  the  little  probabilb 
ty  there  was  that  it  would  fucceed,  &c.  in  his  opinion 
|  it  was  better  to  let  it  alone,  which  was  certainly  the 
t  m oft  prudent  way  :  yet  it  always  was  and  now  is 
i  my  opinion,  that  a  doubtful  remedy,  especially 
|  when  the  patient  is  willing  to  fubitiit  to  it,  is  more 
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eligible  than  to  expofe  a  perfon  to  certain  death; 
Prefiat  ancep  qiiam  nullum  adbibere  remedium . 
What  had  we  to  be  afraid  of  except  the  blacknefs 
of  the  Gut  ?  Who  knows  what  the  natural  warmth 
of  the  belly  might  have  done  ?  2.  In  bruifes 

&c.  of  rhe  tefticles.  A  young  gentleman  bruifed 
one  of  his  teflicles  on  the  pummel  of  his 
faddle  by  the  Humbling  of  his  horfe ,  which 
gave  him  great  pain  for  fome  little  time,  and 
then  grew  very  eafy*  A  few  days  afterwards,  he 
perceived  it  was  bigger  than  ordinary,  but  perfect¬ 
ly  indolent,  which  made  him  quiet  (thinking  there 
could  be  no  harm,  where  there  was  no  pain,  tho’ 
a  man  of  exceeding  good  fenfe  in  other  matters) 
until  it  became  troublefome  by  its  weight.  Then 
he  confulted  me  (viz*  about  fix  months  after  the 
accident)  and  I  told  him,  if  he  had  come  as  foon  as 
he  perceived  it  to  fwell,  I  might  have  been  of  fer- 
vice  to  him  ;  but  now  (it  was  fwelled  as  big  as  a 
pint  bottle,  and  pretty  hard,  tho’  light  in  proportion 
to  its  bignefs)  I  thought  that  nothing  could  be  of  any 
ufe  to  him  except  extirpation.  But  as  it  was  an 
affair  of  confequence,  I  defired  he  would  not  de¬ 
pend  folely  on  my  opinion,  but  try  if  he  could 
find  any  milder  fentence  from  others  •,  accordingly 
I  went  with  him  to  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Green,  Mr.- 
Samuel  Palmer,  &c.  and  they  were  all  of  the  fame 
opinion  :  I  took  it  out  about  three  days  after,  and, 
tho’  it  weigh’d  above  a  pound,  the  wound  was 
perfe&ly  cured  in  four  weeks.  3.  In  luxations  of 
the  rump,  &c.  A  girl  about  feventeen  fell  back¬ 
wards  in  the  ftreet,  upon  a  (harp  ftone,  which 
luxated  her  rump.  She  was  carried  home  in 
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threat  pain  to  her  mothers,  who  immediately  fent 
for  a  midwife  to  help  her  *5  but  all  fhe  could  do 
fignified  nothing,  therefore  Ihe  defired  they  would 
fend  fora  furgeon,  which  the  mother  readily  agreed 
to,  but  her  daughter  would  by  no  means  confent  to 
it,  till  about  twenty  four  hours  afterward,  when 
fne  found  her  pain  encreafed  by  fruitleis  attempts 
to  go  to  ffool.  Her  pulfe  being  very  high,  I 
blooded  her,  and  then  with  my  finger  replaced  the 
rump,  upon  which  all  her  uneafinefs  foon  vanilhed. 

4.  In  fiftula’s  of  the  anus,  and  in  various  other 
cafes  peculiar  to  women,  &c,  they  fuffer  much 
by  imprudent  delay. 

The  prognoftick  will  always  vary  according  to  Profit* 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  fymptoms,  Handing 
of  the  difeafe,  conftitution  of  the  patient  otherwife, 
their  regular  or  irregular  way  of  living,  &c. 

All  the  different  degrees  of  this  difeafe  being  cm, 
produced  by  the  fame  caufe,  the  cure  mud;  alfo  be 
the  fame,  only  varied,  like  the  difeafe,  fecundum 
majus  &  minus.  E.  G.  Suppofing  a  man  has 
contraded  a  virulent  running,  accompanied  with 
great  heat  and  lharpnefs  of  urine,  a  chordee,  pain 
in  the  perinaeum,  verrucae,  a  phimofis,  or  para- 
phimofis,  chancres,  fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  a 
hard  bubo,  &c.  Let  the  perinteum,  canal  of  the 
urethra,  and  all  the  parts  affeded,  be  well  rubbed 
every  night,  or  every  other  night,  before  a  warm 
fire,  with  mercurial  undion,  and  purge  him  every 
day,  every  other  day,  or  every  third  day,  with 
fome  foft  purgative  *,  and  fo  go  on,  taking  parti¬ 
cular  care  of  cold,  and  you  will  foon  fee  the  bitter 
pains  caufed  by  the  urine,  the  chordee,  inflamed 
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tefticles,  &c.  vanifh,  the  fwelling  and  hardnefs  of 
the  bubo  and  tefticles  gradually  diffolve,  the  phi- 
mofis,  or  paraphimofis  relaxed,  the  chancres  heal¬ 
ed,  the  running  reduced  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  a 
mild  nature,  and  all  the  fymptoms  cured  much 
fooner  and  fafer  than  by  any  other  method.  But 
if,  befides  fome  or  all  of  the  fore-mentioned 
fymptoms,  they  have  alfo  fcabby  eruptions  on  the 
head,  limbs,  &c.  large  excrefcences  about  the 
anus,  &c.  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  throat,  nofe,  &c. 
night-pains,  nodes,  gummata,  &c.  which  only 
denote  a  higher  degree  of  infedtion  *,  then  you  muft 
confine  them  to  their  room,  bleed,  bath,  and 
purge,  pro  re  nata ,  before  you  begin  the  fridtions, 
encreafe  the  quantity  of  the  undtion,  and  apply  it 
once  or  twice  a  day,  or  every  other  day,  (accord¬ 
ing  as  the  cafe  requires)  on  the  limbs,  groins, 
nodes,  gummata,  and  other  places  affedted,  and 
the  parts  of  women  ;  the  dole  of  the  purgative 
muft  alfo  be  encreafed,  and  taken  frequently,  (ex¬ 
cept  when  the  mercury  takes  downwards  of  it  felf, 
and  purges  them  plentifully,  which  it  often  does) 
as  you  fee  occafion.  The  great  fecret  confifts  in 
proportioning  the  quantity  of  the  undtion,  and  the 
number  of  fridtions  to  the  difeafe,  and  the  purges 
or  clyfters  to  the  effedt  thereof,  ftrength  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  &c.  whereby  the  mouth  will  be  perfedtly 
fecured,  and  the  venereal  contagion,  as  well  as  the 
mercury,  carried  off  by  ftools,  in  an  eafy,  fafe, 
pleafant,  and  more  effedhial  manner,  than  by  a 
falivation.  They  may  feed  moderately  on  good 
broths,  chicken,  veal,  &c.  the  better  to  fupport 
them  under  thefe  large,  tho9  eafy  evacuations* 


the  Venereal  Disease* 

They  may  fee  company  without  any  fufpicion, 
read,  write,  play  at  cards,  &c.  as  they  fhall  chufe. 
When  you  find  the  contagion  is  quite  carried  off, 
(which  will  always  be  in  lefs  time  than  what’s  fpent 
in  falivating)  then  finifh  with  a  decodion  of  the 
woods,  good  light  food,  milk,  &c.  N.  B ,  In 
women  always  begin  foon  after  the  menfes  are 
paft,  and  leave  off  your  frictions,  and  purge  twice 
cr  thrice  after,  a  few  days  before  the  expeded  time 
of  their  return. 

Thus  you  fee  the  cure,  in  what  they  call  all 
the  ft  ages  of  this  difeafe,  is  owing  to  the  fame  me¬ 
dicine  with  which  they  raife  a  falivation;  only  ufe- 
ing  it  in  a  more  pleafant,  fafe,  and  effectual  man¬ 
ner,  as  before  mentioned  :  The  difeafe  and  the 
medicine  being  both  carried  off  in  this  procefs 
by  the  common  dud,  which  nature  has  appointed 
to  difeharge  herfelf  both  of  difeafes  and  the 
natural  impurities  of  our  bodies  ;  whereas  when 
a  falivation  is  excited,  nature  is  forced  to  dis« 
burthen  herfelf  at  ports  fhe  never  intended  5  which 
is  evident  from  the  lively  pain  it  occafions,  both 
in  the  mouth  and  parts  adjacent;  nay,  fometimes 
afteds  the  brain  it  felf,  fo  as  the  poor  patients 
are  thrown  into  the  utmoft  delpair  of  their  lives* 
Y ou  may  alfo  obferve,  that  by  this  method  not 
only  the  whole  train  of  mercurial  purges,  mercurial 
vomits,  and  mercurial  fumigations,  fo  deftrudive 
to  the  conftitution  ;  the  painful  efcharotick  medi¬ 
cines  laid  on  chancres,  verrucre,  or  cutting  them 
at  iii ft,  which  always  gives  a  lively  pain;  laying 
open  the  prepuce  with  knives  or  feiffars,  hot  irons 
they  thruft  into  the  mouth  or  nofe;  applying 
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caufticks  on  hard  bubo’s,  injections  of  all  forts ; 
the  loads  of  poultifes,  plaifters,  &c.  laid  on 
fwelled  tefticles,  &c.  are  totally  laid  afide  5  but 
alfo  that  a  falivation,  and  all  its  difmal  train  of 
accidents,  is  in  all  cafes  prevented.  N.  B.  There’s 
never  any  gleet  caufed  by  this  procefs.  If  a  bubo 
has  matter  in  it,  it  muft  be  opened  and  treated 
like  other  impofthumes.  If  the  bones  were  rot¬ 
ten  at  firft,  the  contagion  being  deftroyed,  they 
are  to  be  cured  as  in  others  who  never  were  in¬ 
fected,  &c.  &c. 

Notwithstanding  the  cure  by  this  method  feems, 
and  really  is,  fo  very  eafy,  fafe,  and  certain  *,  yet, 
I  muft  fay,  in  my  opinion,  its  too  edged  a  tool 
for  youngfters,  or  other  unexperienced  perfons,  to 
play  with,  as  its  elegantly  exprefled  by  Dr.  Aftruc. 
Inde  tamen  putari  nolim  hac  methodo  in  curanda 
lue  venerea  navigation  is  curium  tencri  quaft  pet 
mare  pacificum,  quod  procellas  nullas  experiatur, 
quod  nulla  viderit  naufragia  *,  fi  quidem  base  ipfa 
methodus  fua  quoque  patitur  infortunia,  quorum 
alia  quidem  parit  segrotantium  imprudentiam,  qui 
medicis  monentibus  morem  non  gerunt  •,  alia  vero 
accidunt  medicorum  incuria,  qui  fefe  asgrofque 
fruftrari  folent,  dum  per  errorem,  medicinam  im- 
parem  morbo  adhibent. 

Therefore,  I  hope  every  impartial  judge  fwhat; 
others  do  will  give  me  no  trouble)  will  carefully 
diftinguifh  between  the  accidents  or  bad  fuccefs 

i 

which  may  happen  by  the  careleftnefs  or  injudici- 
oufnefs  of  the  direCtor-general,  the  imprudence  or 
irregularity  of  the  patient,  and  what  can  be  really 
$nd  fairly  attributed  to  the  procefs,  when  proper- 
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Jy  managed  *,  and  then  its  fafety  and  fuccefsfulnefs 
will,  clearly  appear. 

Perhaps  Dr.  Turner  and  his  patrons  may  en¬ 
deavour  to  perfwade  people,  that  this  is  the  fame 
method  propofed  fome  time  ago  by  Dr.Chicoyneau  ; 

yet  it  is  as  different  from  it  as  from  a  falivation, 

* 

for  he  rubs  in  only  a  little  undlion,  once  in  three, 
four,  or  five  days,  without  purging  at  all,  by 
which  a  falivation  is  often  raifed  but  in  this  way 
you  may  ufe  five  times  as  much  mercury  as  they 
do,  and  yet  have  40  falivation*  &c.  as  will  appear 
below. 

Having  thus  briefly  explained  the  method  of 
curing  all  the  different  degrees  of  this  diflemper, 
(firft  pradlifed  by  that  excellent  phyfician,  Dr.  De¬ 
fault  of  Bourdeaux  in  France,  and  publifhed, 
1 733*)  which  I  conflantly  ufe,  and  do  recommend 
to  others,  non  fibi  fed  aliis :  I  fhall  next  confirm 
it  by  feveral  examples,  not  only  of  the  dodtor’s^ 
but  alfo  of  my  own. 

In  Dr.  Default’s  differtation,  fur  les  maladies 
veneriennes,  he  relates  the  following  cafes.  1.  A 
young  gentleman  had  a  virulent  running,  which 
would  not  yield  to  the  common  remedies, 
warts,  chancres,  &c.  After  being  prepared  as 
above,  we  anointed  him,  and  turned  the  mer¬ 
cury  downwards  by  purges.  The  fridtions  and 
purges  were  continued  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
fucceeded  to  our  wifh  ;  the  running  was  flopped, 
the  chancres  gone,  and  the  warts,  which  were  very 
much  diminifhed,  were  cut  by  the  roots,  and 
touched  with  the  infernal  flone,  and  he  has  conti¬ 
nued  well  ever  fince.  This  fuccefs  encouraged  me 
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io  much,  that  I  never  after  treated  the  highefl  de¬ 
grees  of  this  diflemper  after  any  other  manner, 
and  conflantly  with  fuccefs.  2.  A  young  man 
had  a  paraphimofis,  which  made  his  glans  fwell 
to  double  the  natural  bignefs,  a  virulent  and  co¬ 
pious  running  mixed  with  blood,  and  the  glands 
of  both  groins  much  fwelled.  I  blooded  him  large¬ 
ly  to  prevent  the  fuppuration  or  mortification  of 
the  glans,  and  to  reftrain  the  blood  which  iffued 
with  the  running.  He  was  prepared  as  above,  the 
undtion  rubbed  in,  and  purged  off  as  before,  the 
fridlions  were  repeated  times  without  number,  and 
the  evacuations  by  flool  were  anfwerable  ;  when¬ 
ever  he  complained  of  being  faintifh  from  the 
purging  I  uled  clyfters  in  their  Head,  and  after  be¬ 
ing  recruited  I  purged  him  again.  We  then  faw 
the  paraphimofis  difappear  without  being  obliged 
to  cut  the  prepuce,  the  hardened  glands  in  the 
groins  entirely  difperfed  without  fuppuration, 
and  the  running  quite  flopp’d.  3.  A  young 
man  about  twenty-two  had  a  virulent  running, 
which  had  long  baffled  all  the  means  ufed  to  put  a 
flop  to  it  ;  a  bubo  on  each  groin,  of  which  one 
had  fuppurated,  and  the  other  was  as  hard  as  a 
ilone,  the  heads  of  the  triceps  fe??ioris  were  very 
hard,  nay  almofl  callous,  (i.  e.  what  they  call  gu in¬ 
mate)  fcurffs  on  his  forehead,  ‘and  his  head  covered 
with  fcabs  like  a  leper.  (iVhat  fay  you  to  this , 
Mr .  Daniel  'Turner ,  Mr.  Patron  P aimer ,  £sfc.  was 
this  man  poxed  or  not  ?  would  a  few  dofes  of  calo¬ 
mel,  or  a  cinnabar  fumigation  have  cured  him  ?)  He 
was  put  into  the  fame  courfe  as  before,  but  we  had 
no  occafion  to  purge  the  mercury  downwards3  be- 
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caufe  it  took  that  turn  of  it  feif  ;  and  purged  him 
io  plentifully  after  every  fridion,  that  we  did  not 
fo  much  as  ufe  one  clyfter  ;  fridion  upon  fridion 
was  the  purgative :  We  foon  faw  the  fcurfs  and  fcabs 
fall  off  his  head,  the  bubo's  difperfed,  the  gummata 
diffolved,  and  the  running  quite  cured.  Fie  never  loft 
either  his  ftomach  or  deep,  and  was  gay  and  merry 
all  the  while.  But  who  ever  far’d  fo  in  a  fullfalivation? 
4.  A  young  woman,  married  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  foon  after  complained  of  a  virulent  rum 
ning,  great  fharpnefs  of  urine,  nodurnal  pains, 
large  and  thick  excrefcences  about  the  anus,  &c. 
As  flie  was  young  and  buxom,  I  did  not  bath 
her,  but  only  purged  and  blooded  her,  then  put 
her  into  the  fame  courfe  :  Every  thing  went  on  in 
the  beft  manner  untill  the  twentieth  day,  when 
her  menfes  appeared,  notwithstanding  I  took  care 
to  begin  juft  after  they  were  paft  :  I  was  now  o- 
bliged  to  fufpend  the  ufe  both  of  fridions  and 
purges  during  the  time  they  flowed,  which 
was  full  eight  days  :  In  that  interval  the  mercury 
made  fome  ulcers  in  her  mouth,  which  produced 
a  fmall  falivation,  that  we  could  not  flop  by 
purging  during  the  flux  of  the  menfes.  Flad  I 
known  that  they  appeared  always  on  the  twentieth 
day,  I  fhould  have  left  off  the  fridions  on  the 
fifteenth,  and  purged  the  fixteenthand  feventeenth, 
to  prevent  the  falivation.  It  continued  but  a  few 
days  5  and  though  her  mouth  was  very  fore,  yet  ic 
did  not  hinder  her  either  to  talk  or  eat,  though 
with  a  little  pain.  The  excrefcences,  and  all 
other  fymptoms  difappeared,  except  the  running,, 
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which  was  a  of  very  good  colour,  much  dk 
minifhcd,  and  by  a  few  more  purges  entirely 
ceafed.  5.  A  girl  of  the  town  was  affe&ed 
in  a  moil  frightful  manner  with  ulcers  al* 
moft  over  her  whole  body,  efpecially  her  legs, 
thighs,  the  parts,  and  about  the  fundament  ;  her 
groins  were  fluffed  with  hard  and  painful  glands* 
fome  of  which  threatened  to  break  ;  large  excref- 
cences  about  the  fundament  and  parts*  a  tumour 
on  her  breafl  as  big  as  an  egg,  others  on  her  neck, 
of  which  fome  had  fuppurated,  others  not ;  puf- 
tules  and  fcabs  all  over  the  head,  and  a  fuppreffion 
of  the  menfes  almoft  a  year.  JVhat  fay  you  to 
this  girl?  was  Jhe  inf  effect  or  not  ?  We  began  with 
frictions,  &c.  without  any  preparation  ;  and  it  is 
almoft  inconceivable  with  how  much  celerity  the 
ulcers  were  cicatrized,  the  excrefcences  deftroyed, 
the  tumours  on  her  breaft  and  neck  difperfed, 
and  a  radically  cure  obtained.  Afrnall  falivation 
appeared  on  the  twentieth  day,  which  I  attributed 
in  fome  meafure  to  a  purge  fhe  had  thrown  up  * 
but  much  more  to  the  anointing  of  fo  many  ulcers, 
through  which  the  mercury  penetrates  much  quicker 
than  through  the  skin  j  therefore  in  thefe  cafes 
the  purges  ought  to  be  the  brisker,  and  the  un&ion 
lefs.  In  a  month  after  her  cure  the  menfes  re¬ 
turned.  6.  An  old  foldier  (having  retired 
from  the  fervice,  where  he  had  been  feveral 
times  infedled,  and  very  fuperficially  cured) 
had  two  bubo’s,  which  they  could  never  bring 
to  a  good  digeftion  •,  alfo  an  ill-natured  ulcer 
the  breadth  of  your  hand  on  his  left  buttock, 
which  difcharged  a  great  quantity  of  a  thin 
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great  pain  to  her  mothers,  who  immediately  fent 
for  a  midwife  to  help  her ;  but  all  fhe  could  do 
fignified  nothing,  therefore  fhe  defired  they  would 
fend  fora  furgeon,  which  the  mother  readily  agreed 
to,  but  her  daughter  would  by  no  means  confent  to 
it,  till  about  twenty  four  hours  afterward,  when 
fhe  found  her  pain  encreafed  by  fruitlefs  attempts 
to  go  to  (tool.  Her  pulfe  being  very  high,  I 
blooded  her,  and  then  with  my  finger  replaced  the 
rump,  upon  which  all  her  uneafinefs  foon  vanifhed* 

4.  In  fiftula’s  of  the  anus,  and  in  various  other 
cafes  peculiar  to  women,  &c.  they  fuffer  much 
by  imprudent  delay. 

The  prognoftick  will  always  vary  according  to  Pngnoftkk 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  fymptoms,  Handing  ^gns' 
of  the  difeafe,  conftitution  of  the  patient  Otherwife, 
their  regular  or  irregular  way  of  living,  &c. 

All  the  different  degrees  of  this  difeafe  being  cm, 
produced  by  the  fame  caufe,  the  cure  muff  alfo  be 
the  lame,  only  varied,  like  the  difeafe,  fecundum 
majus  &  minus,  E.  G.  Suppofing  a  man  has 
contracted  a  virulent  running,  accompanied  with 
great  heat  and  fnarpnefs  of  urine,  a  chordee,  pain 
in  the  perinaeum,  verrucas,  a  phimofis,  or  para- 
phimofis,  chancres,  fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  a 
hard  bubo,  &c.  Let  the  perineum,  canal  of  the 
urethra,  and  all  the  parts  affeCled,  be  well  rubbed 
every  night,  or  every  other  night,  before  a  warm 
fire,  with  mercurial  unflion,  and  purge  him  every 
day,  every  other  day,  or  every  third  day,  with 
fome  foft  purgative  and  fo  go  on,  taking  parti¬ 
cular  care  of  cold,  and  you  will  foon  fee  the  bitter 
pains  caufed  by  the  urine,  the  chordee,  inflamed 
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tefticles,  &c.  vanifh,  the  fwelling  and  hardnefs  af 
the  bubo  and  tefticles  gradually  diffolve,  the  phi- 
mods,  or  paraphimofis  relaxed,  the  chancres  heal¬ 
ed,  the  running  reduced  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  a 
mild  nature,  and  all  the  fymptoms  cured  much 
fooner  and  fafer  than  by  any  other  method.  But 
if,  befides  fame  or  all  of  the  fore- mentioned 
fymptoms,  they  have  alfo  fcabby  eruptions  on  the 
head,  limbs,  &c.  large  excrefcences  about  the 
anus,  &c.  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  throat,  nofe,  &c* 
night-pains,  nodes,  gummata,  &c.  which  only 
denote  a  higher  degree  of  infedion  ;  then  you  mud 
confine  them  to  their  room,  bleed,  bath,  and 
purge,  pro  re  nata ,  before  you  begin  the  fridions, 
encreafe  the  quantity  of  the  undion,  and  apply  it 
once  or  twice  a  day,  or  every  other  day,  (accord¬ 
ing  as  the  cafe  requires)  on  the  limbs,  groins, 
nodes,  gummata,  and  other  places  affeded,  and 
the  parts  of  women  ;  the  dofe  of  the  purgative 
muft  alfo  be  encreafed,  and  taken  frequently,  (ex¬ 
cept  when  the  mercury  takes  downwards  of  it  felf, 
and  purges  them  plentifully,  which  it  often  does) 
as  you  fee  occafion.  The  great  fecret  confifts  in 
proportioning  the  quantity  of  the  undion,  and  the 
number  of  fridions  to  the  difeafe,  and  the  purges 
or  clyfters  to  the  effed  thereof,  ftrength  of  the  pa- 
dent,  &c,  whereby  the  mouth  will  be  perfedly 
fecured,  and  the  venereal  contagion,  as  well  as  the 
mercury,  carried  off  by  ftools,  in  an  eafy,  fafe, 
pleafant,  and  more  effedual  manner,  than  by  a 
falivation.  They  may  feed  moderately  on  good 
broths,  chicken,  veal,  &c.  the  better  to  fupport 
$vetn  under  thefe  large3  tho®  eafy  evacuations* 
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They  may  fee  company  without  any  fufpidon, 
read,  write,  play  at  cards,  &c.  as  they  fhall  chufea 
When  you  find  the  contagion  is  quite  carried  off, 
(which  will  always  be  in  lefs  time  than  what’s  fpent 
in  falivating)  then  finifh  with  a  decodtion  of  the 
woods,  good  light  food,  milk,  &c.  N.  B,  In 
women  always  begin  foon  after  the  menfes  are 
pad,  and  leave  off  your  frkSfons,  and  purge  twice 
or  thrice  after,  a  few  days  before  the  expelled  time 
of  their  return. 

Thus  you  fee  the  cure,  in  what  they  call  aid 
the  flages  of  this  difeafe,  is  owing  to  the  fame  me  ¬ 
dicine  with  which  they  raife  a  falivation  ;  only  ufe- 
ing  it  in  a  more  pieafant,  fafe,  and  effectual  man¬ 
ner,  as  before  mentioned  :  The  difeafe  and  the 
medicine  -being  both  carried  off  in  this  procefs 
•by  the  common  dudt,  which  nature  has  appointed 
to  difcharge  herfelf  both  of  difeafes  and  the 
natural  impurities  of  our  bodies  ;  whereas  when 
-a  falivation  is  excited,  nature  is  forced  to  dis- 
'burthen  herfelf  at  ports  die  never  intended  ;  which 
is  evident  from  the  lively  pain  it  occafions,  both 
in  the  mouth  and  parts  adjacent;  nay,  fometimes 
affedts  the  brain  it  felf,  fo  as  the  poor  patients 
are  thrown  into  the  utmoft  defpair  of  their  lives. 
You  may  alfo  obferve,  that  by  this  method  not 
•only  the  whole  train  of  mercurial  purges,  mercurial 
vomits,  and  mercurial  fumigations,  fo  deftrudtive 
to  the  conftitution  ;  the  painful  efcharotick  medi¬ 
cines  laid  on  chancres,  verrucse,  or  cutting  them 
at  firff,  which  always  gives  a  lively  pain ;  laying 
open  the  prepuce  with  knives  or  fciffars,  hot  irons 
they  thruft  into  the  mouth  or  nofe \  applying 
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caufticks  on  hard  bubo’s,  injections  cf  all  forts  ; 
the  loads  of  poultifes,  plaifters,  &c.  laid  on 
fwelled  tefticles,  &c.  are  totally  laid  afide  ;  but 
alfo  that  a  falivation,  and  all  its  difmal  train  of 
accidents,  is  in  all  cafes  prevented.  N.  B.  There’s 
never  any  gleet  caufed  by  this  procefs.  If  a  bubo 
has  matter  in  it,  it  muft  be  opened  and  treated 
like  other  impofthumes.  If  the  bones  were  rot* 
ten  at  firft,  the  contagion  being  deftroyed,  they 
are  to  be  cured  as  in  others  who  never  were  in* 
fedted,  &c.  &c. 

Notwithstanding  the  cure  by  this  method  feems, 
and  really  is,  fo  very  eafy,  late,  and  certain  yet, 
I  muft  fay,  in  my  opinion,  its  too  edged  a  tool 
for  youngfters,  or  other  unexperienced  perfons,  to 
play  with,  as  its  elegantly  expreffed  by  Dr,  Aftruc. 
Inde  tamen  putari  nolim  hac  methodo  in  curanda 
lue  venerea  navigationis  curfum  teneri  quafi  per 
mare  pacificum,  quod  procellas  nullas  experiatur, 
quod  nulla  viderit  naufragia  j  ft  quidem  haec  ipfa 
methodus  fua  quoque  patitur  infortunia,  quorum 
alia  quidem  park  aegrotantium  imprudentiam,  qui 
medicis  monentibus  morem  non  gerunt  •,  alia  vero 
accidunt  medicorum  incuria,  qui  fefe  asgrofque 
fruftrari  folent,  dum  per  errorem,  medicinam  inv 
parem  morbo  adhibent. 

Therefore,  I  hope  every  impartial  judge  fwhat 
others  do  will  give  me  no  trouble)  will  carefully 
diftinguifh  between  the  accidents  or  bad  fuccefs 
which  may  happen  by  the  careleftnefs  or  injudici- 
oufnels  of  the  diredtor-general,  the  imprudence  or 
Irregularity  of  the  patient,  and  what  can  be  really 
and  fairly  attributed  to  the  procefs,  when  proper- 
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ly  managed  ;  and  then  its  fafety  and  fuccefsfulnefs 
will  clearly  appear. 

Perhaps  Dr.  Turner  and  his  patrons  may  en¬ 
deavour  to  perfwade  people,  that  this  is  the  fame 
method  propofed  fome  time  ago  by  Dr.Chicoyneati  5 
yet  it  is  as  different  from  it  as  from  a  falivation* 
for  he  rubs  in  only  a  little  un&ion,  once  in  three, 
four,  or  five  days,  without  purging  at  all,  by 
which  a  falivation  is  often  raifed  •,  but  in  this  way 
you  may  ufe  five  times  as  much  mercury  as  they 
do,  and  yet  have  no  falivation*  &c.  as  will  appear 
below. 

Having  thus  briefly  explained  the  method  of 
curing  all  the  different  degrees  of  this  diftemper, 
(firft  pra&ifed  by  that  excellent  phyfician,  Dr.  De¬ 
fault  of  Bourdeaux  in  France,  and  publifhed* 
*733-)  which  !  conflantly  ufe,  and  do  recommend 
to  others,  non  fibi  fed  alii s :  I  fhall  next  confirm 
it  by  feveral  examples,  not  only  of  the  do£tor\ 
but  alfo  of  my  own. 

In  Dr.  Default’s  differtation,  fur  les  maladies 
veneriennes,  he  relates  the  following  cafes,  i.  A 
young  gentleman  had  a  virulent  running,  which 
would  not  yield  to  the  common  remedies, 
warts,  chancres,  &c.  After  being  prepared  as 
above,  we  anointed  him,  and  turned  the  mer¬ 
cury  downwards  by  purges.  The  fri&ions  and 
purges  were  continued  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
fucceeded  to  our  wifh  •,  the  running  was  flopped,, 
the  chancres  gone,  and  the  warts,  which  were  very 
much  diminifhed,  were  cut  by  the  roots,  and 
touched  with  the  infernal  ftone,  and  he  has  conti¬ 
nued  well  ever  fince.  This  fuccefs  encouraged  me 
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(o  much,  that  I  never  after  treated  the  higheft  de« 
grees  of  this  diflemper  after  any  other  manner, 
and  conftantly  with  fuccefs.  2.  A  young  man 
had  a  paraphimofis,  which  made  his  glans  fweli 
to  double  the  natural  bignefs,  a  virulent  and  co¬ 
pious  running  mixed  with  blood,  and  the  glands 
of  both  groins  much  fwelled.  I  blooded  him  large¬ 
ly  to  prevent  the  fuppuration  or  mortification  of 
the  glans,  and  to  reftrain  the  blood  which  iffued 
with  the  running.  He  was  prepared  as  above,  the 
undtion  rubbed  in,  and  purged  off  as  before,  the 
fridlions  were  repeated  times  without  number,  and 
the  evacuations  by  flool  were  anfwerable  *,  when¬ 
ever  he  complained  of  being  faintifh  from  the 
purging  I  ufed  clyflers  in  their  ftead,  and  after  be¬ 
ing  recruited  I  purged  him  again.  We  then  faw 
the  paraphimofis  difappear  without  being  obliged 
to  cut  the  prepuce,  the  hardened  glands  in  the 
groins  entirely  difperfed  without  fuppuration, 
and  the  running  quite  flopped.  3.  A  young 
man  about  twenty-two  had  a  virulent  running, 
which  had  long  baffled  all  the  means  ufed  to  put  a 
flop  to  it  ,  a  bubo  on  each  groin,  of  which  one 
had  fuppurated,  and  the  other  was  as  hard  as  a 
ilone,  the  heads  of  the  triceps  femoris  were  very 
hard,  nay  almoft  callous,  (i.  e.  what  they  call  gum- 
mata)  fcurffs  on  his  forehead,  and  his  head  covered 
with  fcabs  like  a  leper.  (What  fay  you  to  this , 
Mr .  Daniel  'Turner ,  Mr.  Patron  Palmer ,  was 
this  man  poxed  or  not  ?  would  a  few  dofes  of  calo¬ 
mel  ,  or  a  cinnabar  fumigation  have  cured  him  ?)  He 
was  put  into  the  fame  courfe  as  before,  but  we  had 
no  occafion  to  purge  the  mercury  downwards,  be- 
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caufe  it  took  that  turn  of  it  felf  ;  and  purged  him 
fo  plentifully  after  every  fridion,  that  we  did  not 
fo  much  as  ufe  one  clyfter  ;  fridion  upon  fridion 
was  the  purgative :  We  foon  faw  the  fcurfs  and  fcabs 
fall  oiThis  head,  the  bubo's  difperfed,  the  gummata 
diffolved,  and  the  running  quite  cured.  Heneverloft 
either  his  flomach  or  deep,  and  was  gay  and  merry 
all  the  while.  But  who  ever  far’d  fo  in  a  full  falivation? 
4.  A  young  woman,  married  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  foon  after  complained  of  a  virulent  run- 
ning,  great  fharpnefs  of  urine,  nodurnal  pains, 
large  and  thick  excrefcences  about  the  anus,  &c. 
As  fhe  was  young  and  buxom,  I  did  not  bath 
her,  but  only  purged  and  blooded  her,  then  put 
her  into  the  fame  courfe  :  Every  thing  went  on  in 
the  bed:  manner  untill  the  twentieth  day,  when 
her  menfes  appeared,  notwithftanding  I  took  care 
to  begin  juft  after  they  were  pad: :  I  was  now  o- 
bliged  to  fulpend  the  ufe  both  of  fridions  and 
purges  during  the  time  they  dowed,  which 
was  full  eight  days  :  In  that  interval  the  mercury 
made  fome  ulcers  in  her  mouth,  which  produced 
a  fmall  falivation,  that  we  could  not  flop  by 
purging  during  the  dux  of  the  menfes.  Elad  I 
known  that  they  appeared  always  on  the  twentieth 
day,  I  fhould  have  left  off  the  fridions  on  the 
fifteenth,  and  purged  the  fixteenthand  feventeenth, 
to  prevent  the  falivation.  It  continued  but  a  few 
days,  and  though  her  mouth  was  very  fore,  yet  it 
did  not  hinder  her  either  to  talk  or  eat,  though 
with  a  little  pain.  The  excrefcences,  and  all 
other  fymptoms  difappeared3  except  the  running, 
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which  was  a  of  very  good  colour,  much  di- 
minifhcd,  and  by  a  few  more  purges  entirely 
ccafed.  5.  A  girl  of  the  town  was  affected 
In  a  rrtoft  frightful  manner  with  ulcers  al¬ 
mofl:  over  her  whole  body,  efpecially  her  legs, 
thighs,  the  parts,  and  about  the  fundament  *,  her 
groins  were  fluffed  with  hard  and  painful  glands, 
fome  of  which  threatened  to  break  *,  large  excref- 
cences  about  the  fundament  and  parts,  a  tumour 
on  her  breaft  as  big  as  an  egg,  others  on  her  neck, 
of  which  fome  had  fuppurated,  others  not ;  puf- 
tules  and  fcabs  all  over  the  head,  and  a  fuppreflion 
of  the  menfes  almofl  a  year.  What  fay  you  to 
this  girl?  was  floe  infettecl  or  not?  We  began  with 
frictions,  &c.  without  any  preparation  *,  and  it  is 
almofl:  inconceivable  with  how  much  celerity  the 
ulcers  were  cicatrized,  the  excrefcences  deftroyed, 
the  tumours  on  her  breaft  and  neck  difperfed, 
and  a  radically  cure  obtained.  Afmall  falivation 
appeared  on  the  twentieth  day,  which  I  attributed 
in  fome  meafure  to  a  purge  (lie  had  thrown  up  ; 
but  much  more  to  the  anointing  of  fo  many  ulcers, 
through  which  the  mercury  penetrates  much  quicker 
than  through  the  skin  •,  therefore  in  thefe  cafes 
the  purges  ought  to  be  the  brisker,  and  the  un&ion 
lefs.  In  a  month  after  her  cure  the  menfes .  re¬ 
turned.  6.  An  old  foldier  (having  .retired 
from  the  fervice,  where  he  had  been^^^eral 
times  infeded,  and  very  fuperficially  cured) 
had  two  bubo’s,  which  they  could  never  bring 
to  a  good  digeftion  •,  alfo  an  ill-natured  ulcer 
the  breadth  of  your  hand  on  his  left  buttock, 
which  difcharged  a  great  quantity  of  a  thin 
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ferous  matter,  which  was  fo  very  corrofive  that  it 
eat  through  his  fhirt :  We”  put  him  into  the  fame 
courfe,  and  he  was  well  cured.  The  undtion  applied 
to  this  ulcer  had  a  very  great  effebt,  (as  remarked 
in  the  foregoing  cafe)  which  obliged  us  to  be  very- 
attentive,  lead:  a  falivation  fhould  arife,  which 
often  threatened  us. 

Thefe  Hiifories,  &c.  are  told  with  fuch  an  air 
of  fmcerity  and  unrefervednefs,  that  the  only  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  occurred  to  me  upon  reading  them* 
was,  whether  thefe  frictions,  &c.  would  have  the 
fame  effebt  here  as  in  France.  This  could  only 
be  determined  by  experience  •,  of  which  I  fhall  re¬ 
late  a  few  infbmces  fufficient  (in  my  opinion)  to 
put  this  affair  beyond  difpute. 

i .  A  young  man  came  to  me  with  a  virulent 
running,  great  fharpnefs  of  urine,  a  moft  painful 
chordee,  (which  kept  him  awake  a  great  part  of 
the  mghtj  a  chancre  on  the  glans,  &c.  I  put  him 
into  a  courfe  of  fribfions  and  purging  as  above  i 
and  in  three  or  four  days  the  heat  of  urine  and 
chordee  were  quite  taken  away  *,  foon  afterward 
the  chancre  was  healed,  and  in  lefs  than  five  weeks 
the  running  was  alfo  cured  to  his  great  furprize 
(who  had  been  more  than  once  before  treated  in  a 
much  more  harffi  manner)  as  well  as  mine.  2  *  A 
Gentleman  complained  of  a  very  painful  fwelhng 
in  one  of  his  teflicles  ^  I  afked  him  how  it  came  : 
he  faid  he  believed  from  cold*  having  had  no 
bruife  upon  it,  &c.  Upon  which  I  afked  if  he  had 
any  running  :  he  faid  he  had  none  now,  but  about 
a  month  ago,  after  a  hard  day's  hunting,  he  had  a 
little  one  for  a  few  days,  which  went  away  of 
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it  felf :  then,  faid  I,  I  know  how  it  is,  &c.  I 
blooded  him  diredly,  and  fent  him  to  bed  *,  nay 
he  was  not  able  to  lit  up  for  the  violence  of  the 
pain0  Next  morning  I  put  on  a  trufs,  and 
defired  him  to  rub  the  tumour  (which  was  now 
four  times  as  big  as  the  other)  with  fome  undion, 
but  it  was  fo  very  painful ,  notwithflanding  the 
bleeding,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  touch  it,  even 
in  the  lighted:  manner *,  upon  which  I  fpread  the 
ointment  on  a  fbft  rag,  then  aired  it  at  the  fire, 
and  laid  it  all  over  the  tumour.  !  purged  him  as 
before,  and  in  three  days  the  pain  was  taken 
away,  the  tumour  much  leffened,  and  the  running 
appeared  again  with  a  heat  of  urine*,  yet  in  lefs 
than  four  weeks  time  the  tefticle  was  reduced  to 
its  natural  fize  and  foftnefs  without  the  help  of 
any  other  medicine,  the  running  having  vanifhed 
fome  time  before.  3.  An  old  fornicator  fhewed 
me,  his  glans  and  prepuce  almoft  covered  with 
verruca,  and  without  any  other  fymptom  :  He  faid 
he  had  been  above  fix  months  under  the  care  of  a 
young  furgeon,  who  had  alfo  confulted  two  others 
of  the  firft  rank*,  yet,  notwithflanding  all  they 
could  do,  by  purging,  diet  drinks,  and  fharp  ef- 
charoticks,  which  kept  him  awake  almoft  all  night, 
he  was  not  a  bit  better  :  and  they  would  do 
nothing  more  for  him  except  he  would  be  faliva- 
ted,  which  his  bufinefs  would  not  permit.  I  cut 
off  three  or  four  of  them  every  day  (and  he 
bore  it  with  uncommon  courage)  until  they  were  all 
gone  ;  they  were  dreffed  with  pledgets,  fqueezed 
out  of  a  folution  of  Roman  vitriol  *,  then  he  anoint¬ 
ed  himfelf  every  night  with  the  undion,  and  was 
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purged  every  other  day  :  about  the  feventeenth 
or  eighteenth,  by  omitting  his  purge,  catching 
cold,  See.  his  mouth  grew  very  fore,  and  he  fpit 
a  little  ;  upon  which  I  ordered  him  to  keep  his 
houfe,  leave  off  the  fri&ions,  and  purge  every  day, 
which  took  it  off  in  a  few  days,  and  we  proceeded 
as  before  :  he  was  perfectly  cured  in  fewer  weeks 
than  he  had  been  months  taking  flops  to  no 
purpofe  ;  and  grew  jollier  and  heartier  in  a  few 
months  after,  than  he  had  been  for  many  years* 
4.  A  woman  of  about  twenty  four,  who  had  come 
out  of  one  of  the  hofpitals  in  a  very  weak  condition 
about  three  weeks  before,  where  fhe  had  been  falk 
vated  to  little  or  no  purpofe  came  to  me :  lafked  her 
what  Hie  complained  of  when  fhe  went  in  :  fhe  faid 
Hie  was  the  fame  now  as  then,  only  her  night  pains 
were  not  fo  bad.  Upon  examination  I  found  fhe 
had  a  virrulent  running,  verrucse,  and  chancres  on 
the  parts,  as  alfo  a  hard  bubo  in  her  groin  :  I  told 
her,  if  Hie  could  fupport  herfelf,  I  would  endeavour 
to  cure  her  *,  which,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  friend, 
fhe  faid  fhe  could :  I  purged  her  three  or  four 
times,  then  cut  the  verrucse,  and  rubbed  them  with 
the  blew  Hone,  (tho?  it  is  much  lefs  pain  to  cut 
them,  if  any  remain,  after  the  procefs)  then  put 
her  into  the  courfe  of  fridtiofls  and  purging,  and  fo 
went  on  with  great  eafe  and  pleafure  for  twenty 
five  days  without  the  lead  forenels  in  her  mouth ; 
whereby  I  found  the  bubo  diffolved,  the  chancres 
and  verrucas  cured,  and  the  running  entirely  ftopt: 
fhe  foon  recovered  her  flrength  and  complexion  ; 
and  faid.  Hie  would  rather  go  through  this  courfe 
ten  times  than  half  a  falivation. 
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5.  A  young  gentleman  applied  to  me,  who 
complained  of  a  virulent  running,  a  heat  of  urine, 
two  large  puftules  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  a 
chordee,  a  painful  hardnefs  about  the  bulb  of  the 
urethra,  and  all  along  the  paerineum :  I  put  him 
into  a  courfe  of  frictions  and  purging  *,  in  a  few 
days  all  the  troublefome  fymptoms  difappeared, 
the  running  much  lelTcned,  and,  without  any 
other  medicines,  in  four  weeks  time  he  was  perfectly 
cured  without  ever  lofing  his  ltomach,  taking  one 
grain  of  mercury,  negledting  any  bufinefs,  or  hal¬ 
ing  away  in  the  lead,  &c.  he  alfo  had  gone  through 
the  courfe  of  mercurial  drenches  and  vomits,  to  his 
no  final  1  uneaiineis,  more  than  once  before  j  which 
made  him  avery  proper  judge  of  the  difference  of 
the  proceffes.  6.  Another  gentleman,  who  had 
been  lately  under  a  friend’s  care  for  a  flight:  venereal 
diforder,  &c.  after  the  running  had  been  ftopt  for 
feme  time,  was  brought  to  me  with  a  large  bubo  :  I 
ordered  him  to  life  the  uneffion,  and  to  be  purged  as 
before"*,  whereby  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  it  entirely 
difappeared:  however,  I  continued  the  courfe  a 
week  longer  for  the  more  fecurity, 

I  could  add  feveral  more  inftances  but  think 
thefe  fufffeient  to  fhew  the  furprizing  fuccefs  of  this 
method  here  as  well  as  in  France  ;  though  I  have 
heard  as  yet  of  no  other  perfon  who  has  tried  it. 

Having  thus  proved  by  experiments  the  earn 
nefs,  fafety,  and  effectualnefs  of  this  procefs,  I 
ihall  next  give  a  fliort  account  of  the  tedioulnefs, 
painfulnefs,  unfuccefsfulnefs,  bad  ccnfequences, 
nay  danger  of  life,  in  going  through  a  faliva- 
tion,  &c,  the  principal  arguments  of  which  fhal! 
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even  be  taken  from  the  very  confeffions  of  two  of 
the  lateft  advocates  for  a  falivation,  &c.  viz. 
Dr.  A  ft  rue,  and  Dr.  Turner.  What  the  learn¬ 
ed  Dr.  Aftruc  has  faid  in  favour  of  falivation,  &c. 
has  been  anfvvered  in  fo  brief  and  lively  a  manner 
by  Dr.  Default,  that  nothing  need  be  added  to  it. 
This  piece  is  entitled,  An  anfwer  to  Dr.  Aftruc’s 
remarks  on  my  diftertation  on  the  venereal  difeafe, 
by  P.  Default,  &c.  and  is  printed  in  Latin  at  the 
end  of  his,  dijjertations  de  ?nedicine ,  vol.  iii.  1 736. 
He  divides  his  anfwer  into  four  parts  :  the 
firft  and  fourth  only  concern  my  purpofe  ;  of 
both  which  I  think  it  Efficient  to  give  an  ab- 

ftradh 

ftb  1.  Whether  falivation  ought  to  be  continued 

in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  ? 

Dr.  Default.  The  reputation  of  falivating  for 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe  has  of  late  decayed, 
and  a  more  fafe  method  taken  place,  not  only  at 
Bourdeaux,  but  alfo  at  feveral  other  places; 
yet  a  learned  and  eminent  phyftcian  has  under¬ 
taken  to  reftore  that  antient  pradlice  fo  long  efta- 
blifhed  by  lav/  ;  but  with  how  little  fuccefs  I 
fhall  demonftrate  out  of  his  own  book,  &c.  The 
learned  author,  pag.  364.  fairly  relates  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  misfortunes  which  happen  by  falivating ; 
viz.  The  mercury,  having  got  into  the  blood, 
hurries  about  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  get  out 
where  it  can  ;  nay  it  happens  fometimes  alter  the 
third  or  fourth  fridtion,  that  the  falivary  and  max- 
illar  glands,  tonfils,  &c.  grow  hot,  fwell,  and 
are  very  painful  all  of  a  fudden,  the  tongue  is  tu- 
mified,  and  hangs  out  of  the  mouth,  the  face  and 
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whole  body  are  puffed  up  ;  whence  great  difficulty 
of  fwallowing  and  breathing,  the  voice  is  fuppref- 
fed,  inarticulate,  or  like  the  lowing  of  a  cow, 
deep  deep,  lithargy,  fever,  &c.  tho’  they  don’t 
always  all  occur  together,  yet  it  is  mod  certain  they 
very  often  do.  pag. 3 65  Particular  care  muff  be  taken 
leaft  the  fwelled  tongue,  which  hangs  out  of  the 
mouth,  fhould  be  wounded  by  the  fore-teeth  ;  nay, 
which  is  much  worfe,  lead  it  dtould  be  cut  quite 
off*  by  them,  as  has  often  happened.”  (Pray  how 
will  they  fpeak  after  a  third  part  of  their  tongue  is 
cut  off?  Won’t  it  be  more  like  the  braying  of  an 
afs,  than  the  lowing  of  a  cow  ?) 

Dr.  Default.  Here  let  us  paufe  a  little.  Who 
would  not  be  fhocked  at  fuch  a  fight  ?  who  is  fo 
bold  or  blind  ?  who,  would  not  tremble  at  thefe 
dire  and  horrible  accidents,  and  avoid  that  procefs 
which  caufed  them  ? 

i£s  triplex,  &c,  Hort, 

Daring  and  unco’  ftout  he  was, 

With  heart  hoof'd  in  three  Houghs  of  brafs, 

Wha  ventured  fird  upon  the  fea 

With  hempen  branks,  and  horfe  of  tree. 

A.  Ramsay. 

Mud  he  not  have  a  heart  of  brafs,  or  rather  of 
ffeel,  who,  after  feeing  thefe  things,  would  expofe 
his  patient  to  fuch  imminent  danger  under  the 
pretence  of  curing  him  ? 

Leviufne  eft  cegrotare ,  qiiam  tali  me  tho  do  ftanari. 

Fernelius* 
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Dr.  A  ft  rue  goes  on,  pag.  364*  When  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  opprefted  with  the  concourfe  of  fo  many 
deadly  fymptoms  your  only  hope  is  in  blunting 
or  reftraining  the  force  of  the  mercury,  or  in  giv¬ 
ing  it  another  turn,  viz.  downwards.  For  which 
intention  (if  you  have  timej  firft  give  a  clyfter, 
and  immediately  afterwards  a  purge,  if  they  can 
fwallow  it.”  Pag.  365.  he  proceeds,  But  if 
the  fpitting  comes  on  too  fuddenly  and  plentifully, 
as  it  often  does,  it’s  to  be  reftrained  by  drinking 
large  quantities,  the  daily  ufe  of  clyfters,  repeat¬ 
ed  purges,  &c. 

Dr.  Default.  Any  body  might  reafon  after  this 
manner :  when  the  fpitting  is  more  plentiful  than 
it  fhould  be,  (as  it  often  happens )  confequent- 
ly  thefe  terrible  fymptoms  appear,  and  the  patient 
thereby  brought  into  fuch  imminent  danger  ;  then, 
notwithftanding  all  their  care,  they  are  put  to 
their  trumps,  all  is  almoft  over,  they  don’t  know 
what  to  do,  except  to  fly  to  clyfters  and  purges, 
which,  if  death  is  not  at  hand,  will  raife  the  feige 
of  thefe  hoftile  fymptoms,  that  had  furrounded 
Pallas’s  caftle.  But,  is  it  not  much  more  eligi¬ 
ble  not  to  wound  a  man,  than  to  be  at  the  trou« 
ble  of  curing  him  afterwards  ?  Is  it  not  much 
more  deflrable  to  prevent  thefe  frightful  fymptoms, 
than  to  run  the  rifque  of  curing  them  afterwards  ? 
for  experience  fhews  all  attempts  are  often  unfuccefs- 
fuh  How  much  better  then  is  that  method,  where¬ 
by  thefe  numerous  and  calamitous  fymptoms  are 
prevented,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  full  ufe  of  the 
mercury  preferred  ? 
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Di\  Default.  But  why  fhould  we  prefs  him  fb 
hard?  when  he  himfelf  confefles,  pag.  138, 
368,  &c.  that  this  difeafe  is  often  cured  without 
ialivation,  notwithftanding  all  their  care  to  raife 
it,  Many  patients  are  afraid  they  fhould  mifs 
of  a  cure,  becaufe  they  either  fpit  very  little  or 
none  at  all  ;  yet  it* s  evident  from  experience,  that 
many  have  been  radically  cured  without  fpitting  . 
and  that  the  defeat  of  falivating  has  been  fup- 
plied  by  plentiful  and  frequent  ftools,  a  great  dif- 
charge  of  urine,  profufe  fweats,  or  even  by  infen- 
lible  tranfpiration  :  Wherefore  thofe  patients,  on 
whom  a  ialivation  could  not  be  raifed,  are  fo  far 
from  having  any  reafon  to  complain,  that  they 
ought  to  congratulate  themfelves  on  the  good  luck 
they  have  had  of  being  perfectly  cured  without 
the  pain,  tedioufnefs,  and  danger  of  falivating.5’ 

Dr.  Default.  But  if  the  patients  (in  whom  an 
accidental  flux  of  the  belly  prevented  all  the  dif- 
mal  accidents,  which  may  occur  in  falivating,  and 
at  the  feme  time  fecured  their  cure)  have  reafon  to 
be  joyful  ;  how  much  more  reafon  has  the  furgeon 
to  exult,  when  this  felutary  flux  is  brought  about, 
not  by  accident,  but  by  his  art  ? 

Our  illuftrious  author  goes  on,  pag.  372* 
“  Sometimes  deep,  eating,  and  fordid  ulcers  affedt 
feveral  parts  of  the  mouth  *,  whence  the  fpitting  is 
continued  longer  than  it  fhould,  and  can  neither 
be  flopped,  nor  even  leflfened  ;  whereby  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  gradually  wafted,  and  at  length  turns  con- 
fumptive  .  In  this  cafe  you  muft  give  an  emollient 
clyfter  every  day,  and  a  gentle  purge  every  third 
day,  that  the  humours,  which  flow  fo  plentifully  to 
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the  mouth  may  be  turned  downwards.”  Dr.  De¬ 
fault.  Now  if  thefe  humours,  which  flow  fo  copi- 
oufly  to  the  mouth,  can  be  reprefled  by  no  other 
means  but  clyfters  and  purges,  as  Dr.  Aftruc  owns* 
pray  would  it  not  be  much  fafer  to  turn  them 
downwards  at  firft,  i.  e.  before  the  fpitting  is 
raifed,  and  thefe  ulcers  formed,  and  to  cure  the 
patient  without  running  the  rifque  of  a  confumption, 
not  from  the  difeafe,  but  the  artificial  fpitting? 

Dr.  Aftruc,  pag.  37 1,  fays,  6  6  Melancholy 
people  efpecially,  who  are  naturally  fearful,  are 
fo  fretted  and  teafed  with  the  pain  and  tedioufnefs 
of  this  procefs,  that  they  defpair  of  ever  getting 
over  it,  or  being  a  bit  better  if  they  do,  and,  tho* 
they  are  really  cured  by  it,  cannot  believe  it  *,  in 
both  cafes  the  furgeon  is  teafed  with  daily  and 
grievous  complaints,  and,  tho*  never  fo  blamelefs5 
always  blamed.” 

Dr.  Default.  But  it’s  not  melancholy  people 
only  that  are  fubjeft  to  this  confternation  and  def- 
fpondency,  but  almoft  every  one  who  is  falivated : 
For  my  own  part  I  never  faw  one,  who  at  the 
height  of  the  falivation  did  not  defpair  of  his  reco¬ 
very. 

Dr.  Aftruc.  cc  Therefore  thofe  fort  of  people, 
who  are  fo  very  uneafy  under  the  pains  they  fuffer 
during  the  courfe  of  a  falivation,  muft  be  comfort¬ 
ed  with  good  words.” 

Dr.  Default.  Good  words !  rare  comfort  indeed  j 
if  Seneca  himfelf  was  alive,  all  his  phiiofophy 
would  be  thrown  away  on  a  perfon  under  the  tor¬ 
ments  of  a  falivation  ;  he  could  raife  his  drooping 
fpirits  with  no  hope  ,  for  when  the  foul,  fitting  in 
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the  brain  as  on  her  throne,  perceives  her  caftle  clofe 
befieged  with  tumours,  ulcers,  violent  pains,  &c. 
as  if  Hannibal  was  at  the  gate,  fhe  is  frightened 
and  alarmed,  and  can  be  comforted  by  no  means 
except  thofe  dire  fymptoms  could  be  mitigated. 

Dr,  A  It  rue,  pag.  373.  cc  Sometimes  a  dangerous 
Hsemorrhage  happens  after  the  feparation  of  the 
Houghs  in  the  mouth  ;  then,  if  the  veffels  which 
bleed  are  in  fight,  you  muft  fear  them  with  a  hot 
iron.  But  if  they  are  not  - — -  I  remember  to  have 
feen  a  dangerous  flux  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
patient’s  nofe,  near  the  throat,  which  was  luckily 
reftrain’d  by  a  hot  iron  palled  up  the  noftril  thro* 
a  canula.  A  dangerous  and  uncertain  operation  in¬ 
deed!  but  neceflity  has  no  law!  ” 

Dr.  Default.  Good  God !  what  a  cruel  method 
of  cure  is  this  ?  which  often  occafions  fuch  a  terrible 
operation  !  can  you  imagine  any  perfon  fo  fond  of 
living,  that  would  not  rather  die  than  buy  life  fo 

dear  ? 

Melius  e-nirn  eft  eegrot are ,  quam^  tali  jnethodo  fanari. 

Fernl. 

Dr.  Aftruc.  pag.  374.  Sometimes  the  tongue 
grows  to  the  inner  gums,  the  cheeks  to  the  outer 
gums,  or  the  uvula  to  the  adjacent  parts,  when  their 
ulcers  heal  *,  which  is  but  a  trifling  evil,  becaufe, 
when  the  cicatrice  is  tender,  they  may  be  feparated 
with  the  Anger  ;  when  hard,  with  a  knife.” 

Dr.  Default.  Can  a  trifling  diforder  require  the 
ufe  of  a  knife  in  the  mouth  ?  Can  fuch  a  coalition 
be  without  great  trouble  and  uneaftnefs  ?  Can  it  b? 
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a  trifling  diforder  which  may  deftroy  the  difcharge  of 
the  parotid  and  other  falivary  glands,  &c. 

Dr.  Aftruc,  pag.  374.  After  the  ulcers  of  the 
mouth  are  cured  there  fometimes  remains  fuch  a 
ftridture  on  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  jaw,  that  it  is 
almoft  immoveable,  or  can  be  moved  fo  very  little 
that  there  is  none  or  but  a  very  fmall  opening  ; 
whence  no  folid  meat  can  be  got  into  the 
mouth,  or,  tho5  it  could  be  thruft  in,  cannot  be 
chewed  :  neither  can  they  utter  the  lead  word  di- 
ftindllv.  A  great  misfortune  indeed  !  and  ftill  fo 
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much  greater,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  cured  ;  for  to 
what  purpofe  fliould  we  amufe  them  with  vain 
hopes,  or,  which  is  worfe,  add  new  plagues  to 
thole  they  already  fuffer  by  new  and  infignificant 
courfes  ?  Since  they  cannot  ufe  folid  food  they  muff 
live  on  liquids,  to  be  taken  thro’  the  fmall  open¬ 
ing  left  in  the  mouth  ;  but  if  there  is  none  a  tooth 
muff  be  drawn,  that  they  may  fuck  it  thro’  a  quil  ; 
by  which,  tho5  they  cannot  live  elegantly,  faltem 
placide  vitam  traducant :  For  the  reft,  let  them 
bear  an  incurable  difeafe  with  a  brave  and  patient 
mind,  for  what  cannot  be  cured  muft  be  endured*5* 
A  fair  and  honeft  account,  I  muft  own,  from  an 
advocate  for  falivating. 

Dr.  Default.  This  miferable  jaw-locked  perfon 
(who  is  robbed  of  almoft  all  the  pleafures  of  life^ 
debarred  from  all  friendly  entertainments,  and  all 
other  publick  meetings,  a  fcandal  to  his  friends,  a 
mock  to  others,  and  a  town-talk  to  all)  may  pals 
his  time  quietly  !  This  miferable  jaw-locked  per¬ 
fon  (who  is  affedted  with  an  incurable  difeafe,  by 
which  he5s  obliged  to  live  a  private  and  folitary 
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life,  like  the  wild  beads)  may  pafs  his  time  quietly  ! 
This  miferable  jaw-locked  perfon  (who  is  obliged 
to  live  upon  liquids,  which  he  fucks  thro’  a  quill 
at  the  hole  left  after  his  tooth  was  drawn)  may  pafs 
his  time  quietly  !  This  miferable  jaw-locked  perfon 
(whofe  grief  will  not  be  revived  every  day  only, 
but  every  time  he  takes  any  fudenance,  when  he 
revolves  in  his  Mind,  taught  by  late  and  fatal  expe¬ 
rience,  that  this  great  evil  was  brought  upon  him 
by  preferring  falivation  to  our  method)  may  pafs 
his  time  quietly ! 

Dr.  Default’s  a.nfwer  to  Dr.  Adruc  is  wrote  in 
a  mod  lively  and  pathetick  manner.  But, 
above  all,  Dm  fo  pleafed  with  the  original  of 
the  aforefaid  paragraph,  that  I  mud  give  it  in  his 
own  words,  the  loofe  tranflation  I  have  made  be- 
ins;  far  fhort  of  it. 

Accippe  nunc  faliv  atoms  infidias ,  <o  crimine  ab  uno 
difce  omnes . 

Placid}  vitam  traducat  mifer  ille  capidratus, 
omni  vitas  jucunditate  orbatus,  conviviarum  exul, 
imb  cujufcumque  alius  conventus,  luis  opprobrium, 
aliis  ludibrium,  omnibus  fabula!  Placide  vitam 
traducat  immedicabili  morbo  detentus,  quo  cogitur 
privatam  folitariamque  vitam  degere  ferarum  more! 
Placide  vitam  traducat  qui  folis  alimentis  liquidis 
vicditare  cogitur,  quae  per  foramen  quod  dens  data 
opera  evulfus  fuppeditat,  ingeruntur!  Placide  vi¬ 
tam  traducat  cujus  aegritudo  non  quolibet  die  modo, 
fed  &  quoties  ingeritur  cibus  qualibet  hora  exafpe- 
ratur,  dum  animo  revolvit  fera  penitentia  dudtus, 
tam  gravi  infortunio  fe  madtari,  quod  fall - 


the  Venereal  Disease. 

vationem  antepofureit  methodo  tantis  calamitatibus 
immuni ! 

Dr.  Default-.  Notwithflanding  Dr.  Aflruc  takes 
this  to  be  an  incurable  difeafe,yet  I  will  fhew  a  method 
not  only  of  relieving  but  of  curing  it.  Perhaps  it  will 
furprize  this  very  learned  author,  that  tho’  mercury 
as  ufed  for  falivating,  is  the  foie  caufe  of  this 
difafler,  yet  when  ufed  after  my  method  it  cures 
it :  fo,  what  the  fable  fayeth  of  Achilla’s  fpear, 
the  miferable  jaw-lock’d  perfon  will  find  true  here. 

-  - -  — Et  qua  cufpide  vulnus 

Senferat ,  hac  ipfa  cufpide  fenfit  opem. 

Let  the  contracted  mufcles  be  anointed  every  day 
with  about  3i  of  unCtion,  and  clap  a  plaifter  of 
diabotanum  over  it;  and  the  following  powder  giv¬ 
en  morning  and  evening,  5  mart.  ppt.  mille- 
ped .  ana  3i  drinking  a  large  draught  of  veal  or 
mutton  broath  after  it  ;  and  let  them  be  purged 
gently  every  fourth  day.  By  this  method  I  cured  a 
very  beautiful  young  lady,  who  foon  after  mar¬ 
riage  was  complimented  with  this  difeafe  by  her 
husband  ;  for  which  fhe  was  thrown  into  a  plentiful 
falivation  by  a  famous  falivator,  and  was  thereby 
jaw-locked,  and  the  perfon  who  falivated  her  left 
her  as  incurable,  -as  perhaps  Dr.  Aflruc,  Dr.  Tur¬ 
ner,  &c»  would  have  done. 

Notwithflanding  Dr,  Aflruc  takes  a  jaw-locked 
perfon  to  be  incurable,  yet  he  orders  the  fame  me¬ 
dicine  Dr.  Default  does,  in  a  cafe  of  as  great  con- 
fequence,  viz.  a  schirrous  on  the  tefticles,  occa- 
fioned  by  improper  treatment ;  His  words  are  thefe 


3° 


A  Dissertation  on 
pag.  196.  Denique  fi  teftis  totus  skirrhodes  re- 
maneat,  aur  ft  notabilis  &  skirrhodaea  durities 
teftis  vel  epididymidis  partem  aliquam  occupet, 
neceffario  adhibendae  funt  inundtiones  mercuriales, 
qutE  funt  in  morbis  venereis  contumacioribus  tan- 
quam  facra  anchora  :  Hac  enim  methodo  fola  poteft 
fanguis  efficiater  alterari,  femen  craffius,  quod  in 
tefte  hseret,  atteri,  ac  demum  corrigi  virus  vene¬ 
reum,  quod  latet  in  fanguine,  &c. 

But  if  he  had  ufed  the  fame  medicine  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  inftead  of  his  bleeding,  ptifans,  lotions, 
fomentations,  cataplafms,  plaifters,  &c.  the  fchir- 
rus  would  never  nave  appeared,  but  the  fwelling 
and  hardnel's  been  perfectly  refolved.  Pray  might 
not  that  gentleman,  mentioned  pag.  4,  &c.  been  le- 
lieved  by  thefe  fndtions,  had  hfr .  Green  or  I  been 
then  fully  acquainted  with  their  effects  ? 

Dr.  Default.  Though  the  misfortunes  which  attend 
a  falivation  are  accuratelyand  freely  defcribed  by  Dr . 
Aftruc  in  feveral  chapters,  yet  with  his  leave  I  muft 
remark,  that  he  has  forgot  one  of  the  laft  confe- 
quence,  viz.  death!  which  fo  often  happens  in  the 
courfe  of  a  falivation,  or  foon  afterwards.  Nay, 
and  its  well  known,  that  this  misfortune  don’t 
happen  only  in  the  hands  of  quacks  and  boys,  but 
alfo  to  the  moll  expert  and  famous  falivators.  I 
call  you  to  witnefs,  ye  falivators  of  the  firft  rank, 
whofe  patients  have  frequently  died.  I  call  you  to 
witnefs,  ye  citizens  of  Bordeaux,  who  ceitain  y 
know  that  many  of  your  rich  neighbours  have 
had  this  diftemper,  and,  becaufe  they  minded 
no  expence,  would  go  either  to  Paris  01  Montpe  - 
lier,  where  they  put  them  felves  under  the  care  ot 


31 


the  Venereal  Disease.' 
the  moil  noted  falivators,  yet  never  returned  again* 
I  appeal  to  you,  ye  citizens  of  Paris,  who  have 
loft  your  parents  or  friends  after  the  fame  manner* 
Laftly,  I  call  you  to  witnefs,  ye  doftors  of  all 
nations,  who  doubtlefs  have  feen  many  expire  in  the 
courfe  of  a  falivation.  But  why  ftiould  I  not  freely  fay 
what  I  think  ?  when  I  read  Dr.  Aftruc’s  very  learn¬ 
ed  treatife  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  I  fufpecfted  (and 
that  fufpicion  is  fo  deeply  rooted  in  my  mind, 
that  I  can  never  get  over  it)  that  he  only  took  the 
part  of  falivation  in  joke  ;  but  that  he  is  in  grave 
earned,  and  really  explodes  it,  by  the  elegant  ac¬ 
count  he  gives  of  the  misfortunes  which  attend  it : 
And  it  feems  to  me,  his  main  view  was  only  to 
fhew  how  capable  he  was  of  defending  either  fide 
of  the  queftion, 

Therefore  the  painful,  tedious,  and  dangerous 
practice  of  falivation  ought  to  be  laid  afide  in  all 
cafes,  and  our  eafy  and  more  fuccefsful  method 
made  ufe  of  in  its  room. 

“  Exulet  igitur  a  nofta  therapeutice  falivatio , 
non  tarn  medicatrix,  quam  vera  carnifex.  In  ejus 
locum  fubrogetur  methodus  non  minus  efficax, 
quam  periculi  &  doloris  expers  \  quam  ipfe,  civi- 
bus  meis  fpe&antibus,  cumfucceffu,  nec  fine  laude 
jam  ab  aliquot  annis  in  ufum  adhibeo.”  Desault* 
2 »  Whether  the  method  propofed  has  been 
known  as  long  as  the  venereal  difeafe,  as  Di% 
Aftruc  afferts  ? 

To  which  Dr.  Default  replies,  that  his  method 
is  very  different  from  that  which  was  ufed  by  the 
antients.  i.  Becaufe  he  always  takes  care  that  a 
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flax  of  the  belly  lhall  precede  the  undion ;  which 
in  their  way  fucceeds  it.  a.  He  anoints  the  pa¬ 
tient  twice  a  day,  or  every  day  for  fome  time,  and 
afterwards  every  other  day  as  long  as  he  thinics 
neceffary  ;  which  they  did  only  every  third  or 
fourth  day.  3.  He  keeps  the  belly  conftantly 
open  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  cure  by 
clyfters  or  purges,  which  they  never  did:  By 
which  means  a  falivation  is  certainly  prevented, 
and  confequently  all  the  forementioned  grievous 
fymptoms  (though  you  ufe  fix  times  the  quantity 
of  the  medicine )  and  the  venereal  poifon  are  carried 
off  below. 

Dr.  *  Turner.  Though  alfo  a  declared  cham¬ 
pion  for  falivating,  as  well  as  Dr.  Aftruc, 
frankly  owns  the  difmal  accidents  which  often  at¬ 
tend  or  enfue  that  procefs  \  of  which  I  lhall  make 
an  abilrad,  to  avoid  his  round-about  way  of  tell¬ 
ing  his  tale,  &c. 

pacr.  1 66.  he  fays  there  are  two  fupervenients, 
which  fometimes  perplex  a  mercurial  falivation, 
viz,,  its  too  hafty  rifmg,  as  it  were  all  at  once,  by 
which  the  poor  fufferer  is  in  great  danger  of  being 
choak’d,  &c.  and  its  over  long  continuance  after 
the  expeded  time  of  its  declenflon,  by  which  there 
muff  neceffarily  enfue  a  confumption. 

Pag.  1 67.  “  The  beft  way  to  prevent  the  for¬ 
mer,  is  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  &c.  But  if  by  an 
unforefeen  accident,  as  the  uncommon  pronenefs  of 
the  blood  to  be  melted  down,  or  broken  by  the 
particles  of  the  mercury,  &c.  the  fauces  fhould  all 
of  a  fudden  inflame  and  tumify,  by  which  the  Tick 
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is  brought  into  apparent  danger  *,  you  are  imme- 
diately  to  make  all  the  diverlions  you  poflibly  cans 
i.  by  fharp  clyfters  %  2*  brilk  catharticks,  when 
they  can  be  fwallowed,  (but  when  they  ctinuot — -) 

3.  bleeding  under  the  tongue,  and  in  the  arm; 
cupping  and  fcarrifying  the  tops  of  the  Ihoulders » 

4.  large  blitters  on  the  back  and  behind  the  ears  % 
extending  along  the  jugulars  On  each  fide  of  the 
neck  ;  5.  and  by  throwing  gargles  into  the  throat 
with  a  fyringe,  &c.” 

Behold !  what  a  pother  is  here  ?  What  pain, 
trouble,  and  danger  is  the  fick  brought  into*  not 
by  the  difeafe,  nor  by  the  ignorance  or  careleffnefs 
of  the  furgeon^  but  by  unforefeen  accidents  which 
often  attend  this  procefs,  and  cannot  be  difcovered 
before  hand  by  the  moft  experienced  falivators  * 
who  then  in  their  wits  would  run  fuch  a  rifque,  not 
only  of  their  patients  lives,  but  alfo  of  their  own 
reputations?  Who  is  fo  fond  of  being  cured,  as  to 
fuher  himfelf  to  be  fleaM  with  fo  many  blitters,  cut 
and  ftafhed  in  fo  many  places,  drenched  with 
purges  and  clyfters  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  or 
(land  the  chance  of  being  choaked  by  forcing  gar¬ 
gles  into  his  throat  with  a  fyringe  &c. 

Levhifne  eft  cegrotare ,  qiiam ,  tali  methodo  fanari  ? 

Fernel* 

Notwithstanding  all  that  variety  of  remedies  he 
mentions  to  fave  the  fick  from  immediate  death, 
yet,  pag.  168*  he  fairly  owns,  <c  that  the  chief  re¬ 
lief  depends  upon  diverting  the  ftream  of  lymp 
the  contrary  way,  viz,  downwards,  by  purges  and 
clyfters.” 
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Now  as  it  is  granted,  both  by  Dr.  Aftruc  and 
Dr.  Turner,  that  their  iheet  anchor,  their  main 
Hay,  their  only  afyJum  in  thefe  difmal  occurrences 
are  glyfters  or  purges ;  pray  will  any  reafonable, 
man  deny  that  its  more  eligible  to  make  ufe  of 
the  fame  remedies  to  prevent  them  ?  vid.  pag.  25. 

Pag.  159.  Another  accident  is  ficknefs  and 
Vomiting,  which  if  mild  may  be  let  alone  ;  but  if 
cardialgia  attends,  or  racking  and  intolerable  pains 
upon  the  mouth  of  the  ftomach,  with  inceffant  or 
perpetual  vomiting,  (utrum  horum ! )  fpafms  of 
the  members,  continual  ficknefs,  without  re- 
fpite,  fainting,  with  cold  fweats  upon  the  fore¬ 
head  and  eyebrows,  &c.  it  will  behove  you  to  be- 
ftir  your  felf,  nam  jadlea  eft  alea ,  your  patient  is 
now  in  the  utmoft  danger,  (undoubtedly !  is  it  not  a 
fine  kettle  of  fifih  ? )  therefore  you  are  to  turn  the 
courfe  of  what  you  have  given  downwards,  as  be¬ 
fore,  efpecially  if  coftive,  (or  not  coftive ,  if  you  can) 
by  clyfters,  &c.  but  thefe  fymptoms  are  often  too 
powerful  for  thefe  or  any  other  remedies,  and  fre¬ 
quently  carry  off  the  patient  in  a  few  hours  ;  fo 
that  inftead  of  a  cure  he  meets  with  unexpected 
death*5’  A  fair  confeffion,  I  muff  own,  from  ano¬ 
ther  champion  for  falivating.  A  melancholy  dis¬ 
appointment  indeed!  a  recommendable  method  un¬ 
doubtedly  !  What  fay  ye  to  this  Dr.  John  Aftruc* 

Mr.  P— n  P - -r,  and  all  ye  Iff - 1  S - s  ?  is 

this  the  method  whereby  you  feldom  mifs  of  a 
cure  ? 

Pag.  1 63.  He  gives  the  following  confufed  ac¬ 
count  of  jaw-locking,  defcribed  clearly  and  diftindb- 
ly  by  Dr.  Aftruc,  pag.  27.  “  At  thefe  times  alfo 
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ir  frequently  happens,  that  the  jaws  are  fo  lock’d 
up  that  the  Tick  is  hard  put  to  it  to  receive  his 
fuftenance,  (which  God  knows  is  ci  very  Jbi all  matter) 
and  the  furgeon  harder  to  infpect  the  ulcers  j  ( utrum 
horum  /)  for  obviating  which  I  have  been  obliged 
to  ufe  a  bit  of  (lick,  covered  with  a  foft  rag,  and 
thruft  it  in  at  the  corner  of  the  mouth,  between  the 
backward  teeth,  to  keep  them  afunder,  that  the  fa- 
liva  might  run  out  thereby,  {is  it  not  a  pity  he  did 
?io  t  alfo  inform  us  how  long  he  was  obliged  to  ft  and 
with  that  ftick  in  his  hand ,  before  it  had  all  the  de¬ 
fined  effect  ?)  and  the  other  inconveniencies  be  pre¬ 
vented  (is  it  not  a  notable ,  eafy^  and  mofl  likely  way 
of  preventing  thofe  dreadful  accidents  ?)  but  if  notwith- 
ftanding  all  your  care,  an  adhelion  happen  between 
the  cheeks  and  gums,  occafioning  aftri£ture,and  hin¬ 
dering  the  patient  in  the  free  opening  of  his  mouth, 
or  chewing  his  food,  {who  can  doubt  it  will  haye 
that  effect  ?)  the  fame  is  carefully  to  be  divid¬ 
ed.  He  alfo  owns  in  the  fame  Page,  that  violent 
bleeding  often  happens  by  the  burfting  of  the  vef- 
fejs  in  the  mouth,  which  he  ufed  to  reftrain  with  a 
hot  iron,  &c/’  Is  not  this  delightful  work  ?  Is 
not  the  remedy  worfe  than  the  difeafe  ? 

Pag.  182.  “  I  muft  needs  think  a  gentle  fali¬ 
vation  lefs  hazardous  for  pregnant  women,  than  a 
courfe  of  flrong  purging  or  vomiting.”  Pray  how 
is  he  fure  he  could  raife  a  gentle  falivation  ?  Has 
he  not  feen  women  {if  he  has  not  I  have )  thrown 
into  a  plentiful  falivation  by  one  dofe  of  calomel, 
when  there  was  no  defign  to  lalivate  ?  How  is  he  fure 
Dr.  Cardialgia  would  not  attend  her?  How  does  he 
know  but  by  fome  unforefeen  accident,  as  he  men- 
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tlons  pag.  45)  it  ftiould  rife  too  fuddenly  and  choak 
her  ?  or  by  continuing  too  long  throw  her  into  a 
confumption,  or  make  her  mifcarry  ?  &c.  Pray  is 
there  no  other  way  of  relieving  or  curing  pregnant 
women,  but  by  ftrong  vomiting  and  purging? 
Might  not  the  procefs  above-mentioned  be  put  in 
practice  both  fafely  and  fuccefsfully  ?  undoubtedly, 

Pray  who  can  imagine  that  Dr,  Turner  is  not  in 
jeft,  as  well  as  Dr.  A  it  rue,  (vide  pag,  45.  j  when  he 
recommends  Salivation  fo  ftrongly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gives  fuch  a  difmal  account  of  its  effects  ?  And 
alfo  owns  pag.  165.  that  he  has  known  people  cur* 
ed  by  purging,  when  no  ialivation  could  be  raif- 
ed.  “  The  gripes  and  loofenefs  being  reprefled : 
If  you  find,  upon  renewing  the  mercurial  medicine, 
it  will  frill  make  towards  the  Inteftinal \  inftead  of 
the  maxillar  or  fuhlingual  glands,  you  may  leave 
the  faid  flux  to  ipend  it  felf  together  with  the  vene¬ 
real  venom  it  carries  along  with  it,  and  which  I 
have  known  entirely  removed  this  way” 

What  then  can  perfwade  them  to  expofe  their  pa¬ 
tients  to  the  fatigue,  pain,  and  a  danger  of  a  faliva - 
tion,  when  they  both  own  (and  the  experience  of  all 
mankind  confirms  it)  that  many  patients  have  been  ra¬ 
dically  cured,  where  nature  could  be  allured  by  no  art 
to  throw  off'  the  mercury  or  the  difeafe  by  /pitting  i 
And  that  their  only  afylum,  their  principal  hope, 
when  their  patients  are  brought  into  the  moll  im¬ 
minent  danger  by  that  procefs,  depends  in  clyfters 
and  purges?  Is  not  this  denying,  and  allowing  the 
lalutary  effects  of  Dr.  Default’s  method  almoft  in 
the  fame  breath  ?  May  we  not  juftly  infer  (from 
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their  catalogue  of  the  terrible  accidents  which 
occur  in  falivating  even  in  the  mott  expei  icn 
ced  hands,  &c.)  that  fpitting  is  always  a  force 
upon  nature,  whence  thefe  accidents  ,  and  that 
nature  her  felf  (by  their  own  confeffion)  has 
pointed  out  to  us  the  mod  eafy,  natural,  and 
commodious  way  of  carrying  off  both  the  difeafe 
and  the  mercury,  (and  can  we  follow  a  greater 
matter)  viz.  through  the  common  and  large  canal 
of  the  inteftines,  which  (he  has  placed  in  the  middle 
of  our  bodies,  like  an  aqueduft  or  common  fhore, 
to  receive  and  carry  off  all  the  natural  or  preter¬ 
natural  impurities  of  our  bodies,  offending  or 
endangering  our  conftitutions  ?  Has  it  not  alfo  been 
proved  above  by  repeated  experiments,  that  the 
fumttions  of  maftication,  deglutition,  digeftion,  &c. 
(always  impaired,  and  fometimes  deftroyed  by  fa¬ 
livating)  were  preserved  intire  through  our  whole 
procefs  ?  And  that  the  cure  is  more  certain  than  by 
their  method  ? 

Now,  after  all.  Dr.  Turner  and  his  patrons 
may  ask  what  I  have  done  in  this  little  work,  ex¬ 
cept  mandating  a  French  author?  To  which  I  an- 
fwer,  that  1  have  communicated  to  the  fraternity 
an  eafier,  lhorter,  and  more  effectual  method  of 
curing  all  the  ftages  of  this  diftemper,  than  either 
of  them  have  as  yet  done  (and  proved  it  to  be  fur- 
prifmgly  fuccefsful  by  my  own  experience)  a  me¬ 
thod  which  many  of  them  might  never  have  heard 
of  5  a  method  fo  different  from  that  fo  long  efta- 
blifhed,  that  few  of  them  would  ever  have 
tried,  though  they  had  heard  of  it :  Nay,  fome  of 
them,  like  the  learned  Dr.  Aftruc,  &c,  who  had 
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read  it  before  me,  might  have  thought  fo  little  on’t 
that  inftead  of  trying  it,  they  would  have  fet 
about  exploding  it.  But  now  they  fee  it  fucceeds 
here  as  well  as  in  France,  What  but  the  greateft 
bigottry  to  antiquity  can  hinder  them  from  putting 
it  in  practice  ? 

Is  there  no  merit  then  in  reading  antient  or  modern 
books  and  making  them  ufeful  to  others  ?  Is  there 
no  merit  in  taking  a  good  hint, (though  from  a  fo¬ 
reigner)  which  others  had  over-looked,  or  thought 
good  for  nothing,  and  communicating  it  to  the 
publick  with  parallel  experiments  made  here?  Is 
there  no  merit  in  endeavouring,  by  all  reafonable 
means,  to  fet  afide  the  moff  expenfive,  troublefome, 
,and  mo  ft  dangerous  procefs  in  our  moft  ufeful  art? 

i  *  - - -  •  *  '  *  -  ‘  ,  ' 

What  fay  you  to  this  Mr.  S  - /  P  — - r, 

Mr.  j — s  D—y ,  and  all  you  H  — - 1  S - s? 

‘Turner's  Syphilis • 
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At  the  fame  Place  may  be  had. 

Animadversions  on  Mr.  chefei- 

den  s  late  folio  book.  of  Ofteography. 
Alio  a  fhort  Account  of  the  State  of  Midwifery, 
in  London,  Weftminfter,  &c. 

N.  B,  The  Author’s  name  (after  the  manner  of 

Profeffor  Boerhaave,  Dr.  Default,  &c.)  will  be 

written  with  his  own  hand  on  the  backfide  of 

the  title-page  of  the  DifTertation  on  the  Venereal 
Difeafe. 
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